- HUMBLY OFFERED 
To the Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords» 
Why the A, Intituled, An AG for the Reef of Creditors, by making 
Compoſition with their Debtors, in caſe two Thirds in Number and V alue 
do agree, ſhould not be Repealed. , ., 4 
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is humbly conceived, That this Ac did not paſs but on great Reaſons, and on mature Confide- 
rations fer the Enacting thereof; and it is alſo humbly conceived, that the ſame Reaſons do fill 
remain why it ſhould not be repealed. | 

It muſt be confetled, that under this A& (as under any A& of fo general a Nature) ſeveral Abuſes 
and Perjuries have been committed; butthat can be no reafon, why (for thefaults of ſome few) others, 
for whom chiefly this A& was made, ſhould have no Benefit by 1t; and, it muſt be granted, that 
there is no General Rule, but hath ſome Exception. 

It is humbly conceived, this A&t was originally made jn conſideration of the Deſtroying the Mint 
and Fryars, and other Privileged Places, and in Charity that ſeveral Hundred poor Families, who inha- 
bited there, might nor utterly ſtarve and periſh ; and alſo in favour of many Tradeſmen and others, 
who had failed and were forced, before the 172h. of November 1696, for fear of being Arreſted and 
thrown into Priſon, to liſt themſelves Volunteers, and go into his Majeſty's Service both by Sea and 
Land. 

Now moſt of thoſe Perſons, who have had any benefit by the fore-mentioned A&, are ſuch, who 
have reſerved Mony wherewith to make Compolition with their Creditors, or elſe had Friends to 
ſupport and be their Securities, or Lend them Mony to make their Agreements. 

And ſuch is the Selfiſh and Covetuous Diſpoſition of moſt Creditors, that it is difficult and hard to 

makethem truly ſenſible of the Condition and Neceſſities of their Debtors, and they had rather let 
their inſolvent Debtors periſh and rot in Priſon, then in a Chriftian-like and Charitable manner diſ- 
charge and free them ; ſo that moſt of thoſe Indigent Perſons, for whom the Ac was intended, not 
having ready Mony to offer their Creditors, are ſtill Undiſcharged, and forced to withdraw them- 
ſelves from their uſual Places of Abode, or to lye in Priſon; whereby the Government doth not only 
loſe rhe benefit of their Labour, many of them being Ingenious Perſons and Handy-crafts-men ; but 
ſeveral Pariſhes are chargeable with the Maintainance of their Wives and Families. 
_ Thenext Perſons, who have moſt need {( as is humbly conceived and offered to Your Lordſhips 
great Wiſdoms Confideration ) and as yet have hail no Benefit by this A&, are thoſe Perſons, who 
Have been Traders, or others, who by Misfortune were reduced to want, and were forced, for ſhelter, 
before the Commencement of the ſaid Aft, with the hazard of their Lives, to ſerve His Majeſty both 
by Sea and Land, of whem there are ſome Thouſands ; and many of them being disbanded and out of 
Pay, are already Arrefted and thrown into Priſon by ſeverity of their Creditors, and many others 
dare not return to their Families and Homes for fear of Arreſts and like hard Uſage. 


It is therefore humbly Offered, That Your Lordſhips in Tour great Clemency, duly weigh» 

ng the deplorable Conditions of thoſe many People, who have yet need, and mo 
Reaſon to receive Benefit by the aforeſaia Act, would be pleas'd to conſider either 
to prolong the lime before it be Repealed, or eſſe to mak? ſome Clauſe or Provile 
therein, whereby ſucb poor Perſons, who had not Mony to ſpeed and perform their 
Buſineſs, as others have done, and thoſe who have hazard:4 their Lives to ſerve 
their King and Country, may be freed and releaſed from the Misfortune of Debt 
they Iabour under, and not that the Faults «nd Abuſes pretended to be ObjeSied a- 
gainft ſome, ſhould be conſtrued 10 zhe Preudice of other1, and be the occaſion of 
Repealing this A&; eſpecially ſince the AG it ſelf doth wery well and ſufficiently 
provide for all Abuſes that ſhall be Committed. And the ſame Reaſons mi;ht be 
objeted to Repeal any Law ( for that there are Perſons who abuſc it ) as well as 
this, the Penalties being of the ſame nature, and as great as in any Laws of this 


Rind whatſoever. 


Many other Reaſons might be recited, but theſe are humbly offered as the only Reaſons for the 
making the ſaid AR and continuance thereof, and otherwiſe it would be a great Diſcouragement on 
like Neceſfity ( which is hoped may never again happen ) for His Majeſty and the Country to haye 
Perſons freely and willingly to ſerve them. | 
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The Seamen and Soldiers Caſe, 


Humbly offered to the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, why the 
AQ, Two Thirds Number and Value 
ſhould not be Repealed. 
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